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Anno  Regni 

GEORG  II II 

R  E  G  I  S 

Magna  Britannia ,  Francia ,  Hibernia , 

VICESIMO  au  INTO. 

At  the  Parliament  begun  and  holden  at  IVeftminfter, 
the  Tenth  Day  of  November ,  Anno  Dom.  1747, 
in  the  Twenty  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  So¬ 
vereign  Lord  GEORGE  the  Second,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  of  Great  Britain ,  France ,  and  Ireland , 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  <&c. 

And  from  thence  continued  by  feveral  Prorogations  to  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Day  of  November ,  175 1,  being  the  Fifth  Seflion  of 
this  prefent  Parliament. 


LONDON : 

Printed  by  Thomas  Bafkett ,  Printer  to  the  King’s  moft  Excellent 
Majeflyj  and  by  the  Afligns  of  Robert  Bajkett .  1752. 
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Anno  vicefimo  quinto 


•  • 


An  Act  for  better  preventing  the  horrid  Crime 

of  Murder* 


fpercas  t&c  boyio  Crime  of 
oer  ha0  of  late  been  mo?c  fee-' 
quentlg  perpetrateo  than  former' 
Ig,  ano  particularly  In  ano  near 
the  Metropolis  of  tots  Kingdom, 
contrarg  to  the  ttnolrn  rpumani- 
tg  ano  natural  ®enlus  of  the 
Britifh  Nation :  SJno  tobeteas  It 
Is  therehg  become  neceffarg,  that 
Come  further  Ccrro?  ano  peculiar 
f^arfc  of  Jnfamg  be  aooeo  to 
the  punllbmcnt  of  Death,  nolo 
bg  La to  InfllfteO  on  fuch  as  Sail  be  guilty  of  the  fair  helm 
ous  DfFence ;  09ag  It  pleafe  pour  molt  Crcellent  f^ajedg, 
that  it  mag  be  enafteo  ;  ano  be  It  enafteo  bg  the  Ring’s 
moll  Crcellent  c^ajellg,  bg  ano  toltlj  the  SOtoce  ano  Com 
Cent  of  the  Lo?Os  Spiritual  ano  Cempojal,  ano  Commons, 
in  this  p^efent  parliament  afiemblco,  ano  bg  the  aut&chtg 
of  the  fame,  Chat  from  ano  after  the  jFtrB  Dag  of  Eafter 
Cerm,  in  the  pear  of  HDur  Lo^O  Due  tboufano  feoen  bum. 
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Murderers  to  0*e0  anU  fiftp  ttoo,  all  IPetfons  tofjo  (ball  be  founo  guilty 

neuDaTbuf  of  toilful  burner,  tie  erecuteo  acceding  to  JLatu,  on  tbe 
one  ahei  ben-  nert:  £)n£>  ^ftcc  Sentence  pafieo,  tuilef0  the  fame 

(ball  happen  to  be  the  Lo*0's  Dap,  commonlp  calico  Sun¬ 
day,  anO  in  that  Cafe  on  the  Monday  following* 
ar.d  their  Bo-  ana  be  it  further  cnacteo  by  tbe  aut&o?ttp  afotefaiD, 
S!™2m  t'r-  Chat  tfjc  IBoDy  of  fucb  seutberer  fo  contnfteB,  (bail,  if 
yeons  Hall,  to  fucb  Conoiftion  ano  Crecution  (ball  be  in  tbe  Countp  of 
Middlefex,  o*  toitbin  tbe  Citp  of  London,  o*  t be  Liberties 
tbeteef,  be  immeoiatelp  conoepeo  bp  tbe  Sheriff  o *  ^be* 
riffs,  bis  o *  tbeir  Deputp  o *  Deputies,  anO  bis  o *  tbeir 

©ffiCCrS,  to  tbe  ©all  Of  tbe  Surgeons  Company,  0 *  fUCb 

other  pace  as  tbe  faio  Companp  iball  appoint  fo*  this 
Ipurpofe,  ano  be  oelioereo  to  fucb  IPerfon  as  tbe  faio 
Companp  Iball  oepute  o*  appoint,  tubo  fljall  gioe  to  tbe 
Sheriff  o*  Sheriffs,  bis  o*  tbeir  Deputp  o*  Deputies,  a 
IReceiptfo*  tbe  fame;  ano  tbe^oop  fo  oelioereo  to  tbe 
faio  Companp  of  Surgeons,  (ball  be  oiffefieo  ano  anota* 
nmeo  bp  tbe  faio  Surgeons,  o*  fucb  IPetfon  as  tbep  fljall 
appoint  fo*  that  IPurpofe :  9nO  in  cafe  fucb  Contiiftion 
ano  Crectition  ©all  happen  to  be  in  anp  otber  Countp, 
o*  otber  pace  in  Great  Britain,  tfjen  tbe  3luoge  o*  Suffice 
of  affile,  o*  otber  p*opec  3Iuoge,  Iball  atuaro  tbe  ^em 
tencc  to  be  put  in  Crecution  tbe  nert  Dap  but  ©ne  after 
fucb  Conoiftion  (ercept  as  is  befo*e  ercepteo)  ano  tbelBoop 
of  fucb  Q3urOcrer  fljall  in  lilte  fanner  be  oelioereo  bp  tbe 
Sheriff,  o*  bis  Deputp,  ano  bis  ©fitters,  to  fucb  ^>ur* 
geon  as  fucb  3iuoge  o*  31uflice  fljall  oireft  fo*  tbe  Jpurpofe 
afotefain, 

Sr™ce°ibe  ^no  further  enafteo  bp  tbe  3utbo*itp  afo*efaio, 
fmiS'SV  Chat  Sentence  (ball  be  p*onounceo  in  open  Court  imme* 
after  comic-.  after  (jje  Conoiftion  of  fucb  s^urocrer,  ano  befo*e 

tbe  Court  fljall  p*oceeo  to  anp  other  iBufinefs,  urilefs  tbe 
Court  iball  fee  rcafonable  Caufe  fo*  poftponing  tbe  fame;  in 
tobicb  Sentence  iball  be  crp*effeo  not  onlp  the  ufual  31uOge* 
ment  of  Death,  but  alfo  tbe  Cime  appointco  berebp  fo* 
tfte  Crecution  thereof,  ano  tbe  Sharks  of  31nfamp  berebp 
oitcctco  fo*  fucb  ©ffenoers,  in  o*ocr  to  impiefs  a  juft  ©o** 
to*  in  tbe  a^ino  of  tbe  ©ffenoer,  ano  on  tfje  chinos  of 
fucb  as  Iball  be  p*efent,  cC  the  heinous  Crime  of  burner. 
Lhyil"ygihc  lP°biOeo  altoaps,  ano  be  it  enafteo,  Cbat  after  fucb 
Rxccuaonof  Sentence  p*onouncco  as  afo*efaio,  in  cafe  there  (bail  appear 
tae  Sentence i  teafonable  Caufe,  it  (ball  anO  ntapbelatoful  to  ano  fo* 

fucb  31uoge  o*  3!ufticc,  bcfo*e  tobom  fucb  Criminal  (ball 
bane  been  fo  trieo,  to  (lap  the  Crecution  of  the  Sentence, 
at  the  Difcrction  of  fucb  3luoge  o*  Juftice,  IRegato  being 
altoaps  bao  to  tbe  true  intent  ano  ipurpofc  of  this  3ft, 
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.  p?obtoeti  aifo,  Char  it  tiiall  tie  in  tbe  Pblner  of  anp 
fucb  3iubge  o?  3iufliee  to  appoint  the  75obp  of  anp  f ucb 
Criminal  to  b z  bung,  in  Chains:  15ut  that  in  no  Cafe 
tobatfoeber  tbe  TBotip  of  anp  altimeter  Ojail  tic  fuftercD  to  bzi 
bunco ;  unlefs  after  fuel)  IBobp  flmll  pane  been  oiflectco  ano 
anatomies  as^afojefaso ;  anti  eberp  fuel)  3luuge  o ?  ijuflice 
foall,  ano  is  berebp  requireb  to  tiireet  tbe  fame  either  to  be 
OifpofcO  of  as  afo?cfaiO,  to  be  anatomi^cO,  o?  to  he  buna 
in  Chains,  in  tbe  fame  fanner  as  is  noth  p?aftifeO  fa?  tfje 
mofl  atrocious  HDftcnces* 

^nti  be  it  further  enactcb  jbp  tbe  9utho?itp  afo?efaiO, 
Cbat  from  ano  after  fucb  Conbi&ion;  ano  Jutmement 
jgiben  thereupon,  the  Gaoler  o ?  deepen  to  tobom  fucb  Cri= 
minal  flmll  be  OclibereO  fo?  fate  Cuftoop,  fljall  confine  fucb 
P?ifoncr  to  fqme  Cell,  o?  other  proper  ano  fafe  place  tuitbin 
the.  Pnfon,  feparate  ano  apart  from  the  other  p?ifoners  ; 
anti  that  no  Perfon  o?  Pcrfons  tobatfoener,  crcept  the 
let  o?  Keeper,  o?  bio  ^erbants,  (ball  bane  accefs  to  anp 
fucb  P?tfoner,  Without  licence  being  firft  obtaineo  fo? 
that  Purpofe,  tinoer  the  ft>anO  of  fucb  3fuoge  o?  Eunice, 
before  ibbom  fucb  HDAenOet  Gml!  bane  been  trico,  o?  unoer 
tbe  ft>anb  of  the  Sheriff,  bis  Deputp^  o?  Onoer  Sheriff, 

P?obtOeo  ainmps,  Chat  in  cafe  anp  fucb  3fu0n;e  o?  31tn 
fiice  fljall  fee  Caufe  to  refpite  the  Crecution  of  fucb  HDflem 
tier,  fo  conocmneo  as  afo?efaiO^  fucb  31uOge  o?  3uflice  map 
rclar  o?  releafe  anp  o?  all  of  the  Eeflraints  o?  Eegulations 
herein  before  o?  herein  after  bitc&eo  to  be  obferneo  bp  the 
Gaoler  o?  deeper  of  the  p?iftm,  tnbere  fucb  P?ifoner  Cjali 
be  confineO,  bp  anp  licence  in  Writing,  figneo  bp  fucb 
Hluoge  o?  3luftice  fo?  that  Purpofe,  fo?  ano  Ouring  the 
Cime  of  fucb  ^tap  of  Crecution ;  anp  thing  herein  befo?e 
containeo  to  tbe  contrarp  thereof  nortmtbflanoing* 

3nO  be  it  further  enaftco  bp  the  8utbc?itp  afo?efaiO, 
Chat  after  Sentence  parfeo  as  afo?cfain,  ano  until  the 
Crecution  thereof,  fucb  ©flenoer  (ball  be  feo  bntlj  15?cao 
ano  Crater  onlps  ano  toitb  no  other  jFooo  o?  liquo?  tobat- 
foebet  (ercept  in  cafe  of  receibing  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lo?0’s  Supper*  ano  ercept  in  cafe  of  anp  biolent  ^>icfc* 
nefs  oj  C&ounO,  in  tobicb  Cafe  feme  knottrn  pbpfictan, 
burgeon,  o?  apotbeearp,  map  be  aomttteo  bp  the  Gaoler 
b?  deeper  of  the  fato  p?ifon  to  aomimfter  j^ccelTarie^ ; 
tbe  Cb?iflian  ano  Surname  of  fucb  Phpfician,  burgeon, 
o?  3potbecarp,  ano  bis  Place  of  9booe,  being  Srfl  cntcreo 
in  the  IBooks  of  fucb  P?ifon  o?  0aoi,  there  to  remain) 
ano  in  cafe  fucb  Gaoler  o?  p?ifon  deeper  fljall  offenO 
againft,  o?  neglcft  to  put  in  Crecution,  anp  of  the  JDi* 
regions  o?  JRegulations  berebp  cna&eo  to  be  obferbeo,  fucb 
Gaoler  o?  p?ifon  deeper  than,  fo?  fucb  HDflence,  forfeit 
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and  appoint  the 
Body  to  be 
hungimJvains, 
or  to  be  anato¬ 
mised,  but  not 
"'bur.ed. 


After  Judge- 
merit,  Prilone.r 
to  be  eonrmed 
to  ioilie  Cell  i 


and  none  but 
th'c  Gaoler, 
l3c.  to  have 
Accds  to  him, 
without  Li¬ 
cence  from  the 
Judge  or  She-- 
rttr. 


Upori  Stay  of 
Execution, 

]  udge  may  re¬ 
lax  the  faid 
Reltraints. 


After  Sentence 
Prifoner  to  be 
fed  with  Bread 
and  Water 
only. 


except  in  cer¬ 
tain  Cafes. 


Gaoler  malting 
Default  to  for¬ 
feit  his  Office, 
and  20  l. 
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©gate,  anb  (ball  be  fincti  in  tbc  &um  of  Ctoentp  Pomtbs, 
anb  fuffer  Jmpiifonment  until  tbc  fame  be  pato. 

Penalty  of  ref-  anb  be  it  enafteb  tftc  3utf)0^1tp  afojefaib,  Cbat  if 
cumg  a  Mur-  anp  j^rfons  bihatfoeber  (ball  bp  /okc  fet  at 

ilibertp,  o?  refeue,  o?  attempt  to  refeue  oi  fet  at  Liberty 
anp  perfon  out  of  Pfffon,  t»bo  (ball  be  comntitteb  fo?,  o? 
founb  guiltp  of  puttier,  o?  refeue,  o?  attempt  to  refeue, 
anp  Per  foil  conbifteb  of  furrier  going  to  Crecution,  or 
buring  Crecution,  eberp  perfon  fo  offenbing,  (ball  be  t>ecm= 
eb,  taken,  anb  abjubgeb  to  be  guiltp  of  Jfelonp,  anb  (ball 
fuffer  Death  toitbout  "Benefit  of  Clergp. 

Penalty  of  re-  anb  be  it  further  enafteb  bp  tbe  ~autbo?itp  afo?efaib, 
after ^Execu-^y  Chat  if  anp  perfon  o?  Perfons  tobatfoeber  (bail,  after 
*^n-  fueb  Crecution  ban,  bp  JFo?ec  refeue,  o?  attempt  to  refeue, 
tbe  Bobp  of  fueb  HDffenber  out  of  tbe  Cufiobp  of  tbc 
Sheriff,  oi  bis  Meets,  buring  tbe  Conncpancc  cf  fueb 
"Bobp  to  anp  of  tbe  Places  berebp  bireftcb,  o?  (ball,  bp 
jfo?ce,  refeue,  o?  attempt  to  refeue,  fueb  Bobp  from  tbe 
Companp  of  Surgeons,  o?  tbeir  Meets  o?  ^erbants,  or 
from  tbe  ©oufe  of  anp  burgeon,  inhere  tbe  fame  (ball 
babe  been  bepofiteb  in  purfuance  of  this  aft;  eberp  perfon 
fo  offenbing,  lball  be  beemeb  anb  abjubgeb  to  be  guiltp  of 
jFelonp,  anb  lball  be  liable  to  be  tranfpo?teb  to  feme  of 
©is  agajeffps  Colonies  o %  Plantations  in  America,  fo?  tbe 
Cerm  of  #>eoen  gears,  in  like  fanner  as  is  bireftcb  bp 
tbe  Labis  noto  in  jForce  relating  to  tbe  Cranfpo?tation  of 
jFelons ;  anb  (ball  be  fubjeft  to  tbe  like  puniQjment,  anb 
a^etbobS  of  Conoiftion,  in  cafe  of  returning  into,  o %  being 
founb  at  large  toitbin  Great  Britain,  toitbin  tbe  faib  Cenn 
of  ^eben  gears,  in  all  Eefpefts,  as  bp  ilatb  other  JFelons 
are  fubjeft  to,  in  cafe  of  unlatofullp  returning  from  Cranf* 
potation* 

This  A£I  not  Piobibeb  altoaps,  anb  it  is  berebp  enafteb  bp  tbe  am 
ArtTr&°n.  tto?itp  afo?efaib,  Cbat  nothing  herein  containeb  lball  er* 
for  difarming  '  tenb  to  repeal  o?  alter  fo  much  of  an  aft  mabe  in  tbe 
the  Highlands,  ^zmxt^  late  ^ajeflpg  iffeign,  (intituleb. 

An  A 61  for  the  more  effectual  difarming  the  Highlands  in 
that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland ;  and  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  that  Part  of  the 
Kingdom,  as  relates  to  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Execution  of 
Perfons  convidled  of  capital  Offences,  within  that  Part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland)  (0\  the  tefpeftibC  CimCS  in 

the  faib  aft  mentioneb ;  anp  thing  herein  before  containeb 
to  the  eontrarp  nottoitbffanbing,  ‘  J 
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